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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Will it not be granted, that Adam’s spiritual- 
mindedness, was his divine life and peace, and that 
his changing from this to carnal-mindedness, was 
his death and consequent misery? Are not these 
states endlessly perpetuated to the obedient and 
disobedient; or, in other werds, to the righteous 
nd unrighteous ? CANDOUR. 

ANSWER. 

“To be carnally minded is death ; but to be spi- 
ritually minded is life and peace.” Rom. viii. 6. 
Truth is always truth. Consequently, Paul’s de- 
elaration was as much truth in the day of our first 
parents, as at the present time. To the last inter- 
rogatory, we reply—Heb. viii. 10-12. “ For this is 
the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel: After those days, saith the Lord, I will put 
my laws into their mind, and write them in their 
hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall 
be to me a people.» And they shall not teach every 
man his neighbour, and every man his brother, say- 
ing, Know the Lord; for all shall know me, from 
the least to the greatest. For I will be merciful to 
their unrighteousness, and their sins, and their ini- 
quities will I remember no more.” 

Most assuredly, when God shall put his laws into 
the mind, and write them in the hearts of all, and 
remember their sins and iniquities no more, there 
will be no disobedient or unrighteous people to suf- 
fer. No position which can be presented to the 
tind of man, can be plainer and more conclusive 
than this. 

—p»>—. 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Questions for Universalists to answer, or change 
their faith. 

How can Christ be the head of every man, unless 
every man isin Christ? And how can every man 
he in Christ, unless every man is actuated by his 
Spirit? And if every man is actuated by his Spirit, 
how is it that every man is a sinner? And if every 
man is a sinner, unavoidably, during his existence 
in this world, how is he to receive salvation after 
death, or be admitted in the presence of the Father; 
when Christ has said to those from benéath, “ Ye 
shall die in your sins, whither I go ye cannot come.” 
John viii. 21,24. Was Adam created a mortal, or 
an immortal soul ? INQUISITOR. 


P. S. Is Cruden’s explanation of the word im- 
mortal, correct, where he says, “ One whe is sim- 
ply and every way incorruptible, without possibility 
 perishing or dying 2” 


ANSWER. 

We first inform Inquisitor that we shall not 
change our faith, at present, without sufficient 
ground for so doing. Although the alternative of 
doing this, or answering his questions, do not follow 
as cause and consequence, still, as there is no difti- 
culty in answering, we shall not hesitate a moment 
Now we have a question to ask—Supposing Inquis- 
itor’s legs were cut off, and five hundred miles from 
his head, would not the severed legs claim the head 
for amember? And if not, would they have any 
head, or the head any legs? This is what we call 
plain English! Let us apply it. How can Inquis- 
itor’s head be the head of his legs, unless his legs 
are in his head, (or connected) and not severed from 
it? What says Paul? See Rom. xi. 16. “ For if the 
first fruit be holy, the lump ts also holy; and if the 
root be holy, so are the branches.” How many men 
were “actuated by Christ’s Spirit,” when he rose 
from the dead? Whoever might have been, we 
venture to say, that Christ’s disciples were not. 
They all forsook him and fled. More than this. 
They denyed him. Was Christ the head of any man 
at that time? Paul, however, declares, “1 would 
have you know, that the head of every man is 
Christ.” Would Paul, the inspired Paul, have es 
know, that the head of every man is Christ, when 
the truth is, that Christ is the head of but a very 
Sew? 

Paul, you or Inquisitor are most egregiously mis- 
taken. How shall we settle this? Perhaps we do 
not understand Paul. Let us examine his writings, 
and see if he has explained his views on this sub- 
ject more fully. Acts xvii. 26, Paul says, that “ God 
hath made of one blood all nations of men.” Again, 
Heb. ii. 14, “ For as much then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise 
took part of the same,” &c. If Christ partook of 
the blood of which all nations were made, he is 
either the Head, or amember. Paul says, Christ is 
the Head of every man. Paul says, “I would have 
you know,” this; therefore, men were ignorant of 
this truth; for if they had known it, (in the past 
tense,) it would have been folly for Paul to say, I 
would have you know, (in the future.) Was Christ 
the head of Saul of Tarsus? Or did Christ become 
the head of Paul? Does-Christ become the head 
of the believer, when he believes? and is the unbe- 
liever destitute of ahead? The truth is, the unbe- 
liever is ignorant of this fact ; and Paul would have 
the unbeliever know that, of which he was previ- 
ously ignorant. 

Hear John on this subject. First epistle v. 20. 





Kinderhook, Feb, 20, 1823. 


* We know thatshe Son of God is come, and hath 
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given us an understanding, that we may Anow him 
that istrue, and we are in him that is true, even in 
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and 
eternal life.” It seems understanding was given to 
Jono. Whatwas it? Ans. He knew the truth. 
What truth? That Christ is the Head of every 
This knewledge, that Christ is the Head of 
every man, is an assurance to him who knows it, 
This know- 


ledge is bis eternal life ; or amore properly, it con- 


, 


man. 
that he, as an individual, is in Christ. 


stitutes his life im this world. 

First. 
There is something for men to know. Second. The 
ot the wuth, that Christ is the Head ot 


luguisitor can now see the distinction. 


know le dee 


ry men, and all men interested m his glorious 
tion trom sii and death, confers present sal- 
joubt Third. 
aie igtorant of the truth, are, for the time bemg, as 


Head: 


* strangers from the covenants of promise, (not the 


and fear. Those who 


rou 


thou. Crist was pot thei they being 
covenant of works,) having no hope, and without 
God in the world.” Surely, this is very plain. Un- 
less Clucst is the Head of every man, | have no evi- 
dence that he 1s my head. And if he is not the 
head of every man, I cannot believe he is my head. 
We, however, taking it for granted, unless it should 
be disputed, that Paul was in possession of the 
truth, shall believe his testimony, that Christ is 
the Head ofevery man. We are wot the less willing 
to acknowledge thet many men are ignorant of this 
truth, and that some even deny it! 

Inquisitor will please to understand us to mean as 
follows—Christ is the Head of every man. Those 
who know this, believe it; and this knowledge and 
belief that they “are in him that is true,” is not 
possessed by all men. "Those who know this truth, 
are in Christ, in a different sense from these who 
are ignorant of it. Take the following simile—A 
nan bas ten sons, and making his will, gives each 
$10,000, 


father’s love for them, and of his gift. 


Five of the sons are ignorant of their 
Therefore, 
they are not in their father’s affection, neither are 
thev in his will. Yes they are, just as much as the 
five sons who know of, and believe in, their father’s 
only they are ignorant of it. This is 
precisely the same as the case in question. So long 


love, Ke. 3 


as men are ignorant of any thing, itis the same to 
them, as though that of which they are ignorant had 
The western continent of America 
had no existence before Columbus discovered it. It 
A few 
thought it possible ; and many ridiculed the idea 
of the existence of another world, as it was called. 
Belief, nor unbelief, had nothing to do with the 
fact. 

Inquisitor’s conclusions, flowing from premises 


no existence. 


existed, however, but who believed it ? 


which have no bottom or foundation, like chatf in a 
whirlwind, disappear in a moment. His question, 
how the sinner, &c. is to receive salvation, &c. 
“ whee Christ has said to those from beneath, ‘ Ye 
shall die in your sins, whither | go ye cannot come?” 
is answered as follows—The same Saviour, and the 
same power, wisdom, and love, which, after this 
life, can confer salvation on one sinneg, er one man, 





— ———-. 
can upon all. If Inquisitor is of opinion that he ja. 


ae 


himself so far accomplished the work in this life, 


to accommodate his salvation, in another world, to 
the power and wisdom of God, to complete it, and 
that without his help, God would not be able poy 
willing to do any thing, why, then, surely, the case 
is altered. But, until this hypothesis is made truth. 
we shall not receive it in the shape of an objection 
The Jews, to whom Christ spoke, died in their sing 
All men die in their sins. “The wages of sin jg 
death.” Christ said, John vi. 44, “No man cay 
come to me, except the Father which hath sent mo 
Avain. xii. 32. “And I, if I be Jif, 
up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.’- 


draw him.” 


Again. Speaking to his disciples, Christ said, 
* Little children, yet a little while T am with yo 
Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the Jews 
Whither I go ye cannot come ; so now T say to you.” 
To the interrogatory, “ Was Adam created 
mortal, or an immortal soul?” we answer, God 
(See 1 Tim. vi. 16. 


To Inquisitor’s last question, we reply —** ("; 


* only hath immortality.” 


den’s explanation of the word immortal,” is corr 


- <_>> ~~ 
CHRISTIAN SECRETARY 

In the Secretary of the 15th inst. we find a com 
munication signed “ Perearinvs,” and dated Ay 
dover, (Mass.) in which a relation is given of tly 
“remarkable and interesting coaversion of a young 
man, now most ardent in the cause of his Rederi 
er.” (that is, in the cause of Calvinism.) The 
ter gives the relation (as he says,) in the young 
man’s own words, who is made to tell the followin: 
story :-— 

“ At an early age my attention was frequently 
awakened to attend to the concerns of my soul. No 
means for my conversion were neglected by my 
But all efforts proved 
And thinking religion 


pious and devoted parents. 
fruitless and ineffectual. 
searcely attainable, I came to a resolution to use all 
efforts in my power to disbelieve its truths.  Pre- 
sented with an opportunity of teaching a school ii 
the town of O , the inhabitants of which ar 
mostly Universalists or Restorationists, I was pr 
sented with Winchester’s and Ballou’s writings, 
with all the arguments these people could obtun 
With eagerness I received the potson, determining 
But how sadly was I disa 
pointed, after I had candidly searched for argu 


to become a convert. 


ments, to find that not one of weight was ground j 
I immediately visited Mr. ——, 
a preacher of this sect, and told bim in confidence, 
that I was sometimes afraid our doctrine 
never do to die by. “O,” exclaimed he, * chcet 
up; I and all others often have the same fears, but 
we endeavour to banish them, and so must you, 1 
you would be happy.” [think I should have took 
up with his advice, had | not so often been compe! 
led to go to the Scriptures for arguments, and find- 
ing nothing there calculated to give peace but to the 
real Christian, | abandoned my system with disap- 


on the Scriptures. 


would 


pointment, and fled to infidelity.” 
This is all th the communication that concer" 
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us, consequently, it is unnecessary to give the 


whole. 

There are certain circumstances attending the 
above relation, that to us carries evidence that it is 
a fabricated story. The communication is dated 
Andover, (Mass.) The young man alluded to, is 
preparing for the ministry, undoubtedly in the the- 
ological seminary in that place. The article was 
prepared for the Seeretary, in Hartford, and in that 
paper appears as an original article. We know not, 
but that such is the * era of good feelings” between 
Presbyterians and Baptists, that the latter may have 
forgot all their scourgings—sitting in the stocks, 
fines and imprisonments, inflicted by the former ; 
and are willing to commit thei young disciples to 
their care and instruction ;*to be by them fitted for 
the gospel ministry: and it is probable, that the 
Presbyterians, who have exerted all their learned 
ingenuity to prove, that baptism by immersion was 
not necessary, that sprinkling would do as well; 
and who have brought forward many learned crit- 
icisms on the Greek prepositions, showing that the 
expressions “ went down into the water,” and 
“came up out of the water”—signify “ went down 
ro the water,” and “came up from the water ;” 
we proper persons to fit and prepare a Baptist con- 
vert for the gospel ministiy. Or perhaps, Baptists 
themselves are becoming more enlightened, and do 
not consider it so particularly necessary that “ bap- 
tism” should longer separate them from the Pres- 
byterians.—Be that as it may, it is somewhat singu- 
lar that this communication should travel all the 
way to Hartford for publication, when it could so 
easily have found its way inte the Boston Re- 
CORDER, a paper enjoying the smiles and patronage 
of the ANDOVER Seminary; or into the Christian 
Watchman, a Baptist paper, printed in Boston, 
either of which papers would gladly have inserted 
any thing against Universalism. To us it looks, as 
though Universalism was making some encroach- 
ments among the Baptists in the vicinity of the Se- 
cretary, and its editor thought something must be 
done to stay the progress of a doctrine, which has 
not one argument to support it, “ grounded on the 
Scriptures.” 

We call upon the Eprror of the Christian Se- 
cretary, to give us the name of this young man, who 
has been so surprisingly converted,—and also the 
name of the Universalist preacher, to whom he men- 
tioned his doubts, and who said, “that he and all 
others, who believe in Universalism, had the same 
fears, but endeavoured to banish them.” Should 
he not do this, we shall announce that communica- 
tion to the world asa BASE CALUMNY AND 
FALSEHOOD, designed to impose on the weak 
and ignorant. 

This hopeful young minister says, “he had the 
writings of Winchester and Ballou, and all the ar- 
guinents these people (with whom he lived,) could 
obtain; but was sadly disappointed, after he had 
CANDIDLY searched for arguments, to find that not 
one of weight was grounded on the Scriptures.” As 
for the candour and discernment of this young man, 
we appeal to the candid and unbiassed judgment of 
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those who have read Mr. Ballou’s writings. In om 





humble opinion, his arguments have been so far 
predicated upon, and supported by Scripture, as to 
reader ABORTIVE every attempt to retute them; 
and some of his ARGUMENTS remain UNANSWERED, 
because it is entirely out of the power of the advo- 
cates of endless misery to attempt an answer, with 
any prospect of success. 

It will be difficult to make any reasonable man 
believe, that if the doctrine of Universal Salvation 
could not be supported by one argument of weight 
grounded on the Scriptures, it would be suffered to 
spread in the world without an attempt to stay its 
influence. Or that the writings of Winchesier, 
Bailou, and others, who have written in defence and 
support of the doctrine, would pass unanswered, 

Ii the Rev. Editor really believes the declaration 
of this young minister, why does he not devote a 
column of his paper to show to his readers that Uni- 
versalists “have not one argument of weight 
grounded on the Scriptures.” ‘This is his duty: he 
ought not to suffer his fellow-men to be deceived, 
and led to eternal ruin, without one exertion on his 
part, to expose this weak and absurd doctrine. But 
this he carefully avoids, and except, in doggerel 
rhyme, or an “interesting conversion,” will not 
venture any thing to convince the readers of that 
paper of the weakness of Universalism. If he does 
noi believe this declaration, is he justifiable, as a 
minister of Christ, in imposing upon others for 
truth what he does not believe himself to be true, 
(viz.) that Universalists have not one argument of 
weight founded on the Scriptures ? 

We once more call for the name of this young 
convert, and the Name of this Universalist preach- 
er. We know of none possessing these doubts, or 
likely to make such an assertion, and are compelled 
to consider it as a base falsehood, until convinced to 
the contrary. 

Ifour Baptist brethren are disposed to consider a 
conversion from one faith to another, as sufficient 
evidence in proof of the truth or falsity of any par- 
ticular doctrine, we ate willing to accommodate 
them; but they will find the balance much against 
them. With little trouble we can furnish a long 
list, not of young men only, but also of men of age, 
expenence, and understandiig, Who have tound ar- 
guments of weight, supported by the Scriptures, suf- 
ficient to convince them of the truth of the univer- 
sal goodness and mercy of God. Men who have 
been ministers, elders, deacons, and class-leaders, 
of the Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, and other 
denominations. Many of whom are now zealously 
engaged in the cause of their Redeemer, preaching 
the glad tidings of great joy, unto all people, and 
teaching them from the “law and the prophets,” 
aided by the divine light of the gospel, that “the 
Lord is good unto all, and his tender mercies are 
over all his works.” Hart. Rel. Ing. 

—— > 

Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitetully use you and persecute you. 

SCRIPTURE. 
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YOUNG’S LETTERS. 
Universalism & Calvinism Contrasted. 
LETTER Il. 





TO A FRIEND. 

My Dear Sir—When I presumed some time ago, 
to trouble you with my sentiments concerning the 
final restoration of the human race, I considered 
the subject, as it respected our ideas of the unlim- 
ited presciencé, goodness, wisdom, and almighty 
power of God. And I am still persuaded that this 
is the most rational method of investigating this 
important subject; for if the Deity be omniscient, 
he must have known what would eventually be the 
fate of every individual created being. If he is 
infinitely good and merciful, he must undoubtedly 
wish to make them eventually happy. If he be in- 
finitely wise, he must have laid his plan, so as to 
prevent being frustrated in the accomplishment of 
his gracious design. And if infinitely powerful, all 
the obstructions or obstacles that the united powers 
of all created beings could oppose to the operations 
of his almighty will, would be in vain; nay, worse 
than in vain. 

If therefore, any number of the human race, are 
to be consigned to the devil to be tormented in the 
regions of darkness and despair, to the endless ages 
of eternity, it must happen in consequence of some 
defect in the prescience, goodness, wisdom, or 
power of the Deity. To suppose the infinitely 
merciful and good God, capable of forcing any 
number of human beings imto existence, without 
wishing to make the condition into which he 
brought them equal, if not preferable, to a state of 
non-existence, is shocking, (and I presume there 
are but few, if any, who will assert, that a state of 
eternal punishment, is either equal or preferable to 
non-existence.) 

But, supposing him to have known, from all eter- 
nity, that they would be most exquisitely miserable 
throughout eternal ages, without any possibility of 
relief; is to suppose the ever merciful Jehovah 
guilty of an unprovoked act of cruelty: for it is cer- 
tain non-entities could not offend him. It is, there- 
fore, dealing unfairly with the character of the 
Deity, to charge him with an act of cruelty of 
which no human being would be guilty. What 
man would beget a child, provided he knew with 
certainty before hand, that it would be eternally 
miserable? I presume there is not ene to be found, 
that world not shudder at the thought of being in- 
strumental in producing a being, knowing it should 
inevitably bear the most excruciating torments in 
the regions of darkness, despair and wo, as long as 
God himself existed! But shocking as it is, this is 
the character that has been given to the beneficent 
Parent of mankind, who is the supreme fountain of 
love and mercy. 1 John iv 8. “He that loveth not 
knoweth not God; for God is love.” Ver. 14, “And 
we have seen, and do testify, that the Father sent 
the Son to be the Saviou: of the world.” 

1 Tim. ii. 3, 4. “ For this is good and acceptable 
in the sight of God our Saviour, who will have all 
men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of 
the wuth.” Again. We read in verse 5, “For 





there is one God, and one Mediator between Goq 
and men; the man Jesus Christ.” Ver. 6. “Who 
gave himself a ransom for all to be testified in dye 
time.” Rom. xi. 26. “And so all Israel shall ix 
sared, as it is written, there shall come out of Sion 
the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness fro 
Jacob.” 

1 Cor. xv. “ For as in Adam all die, even « 
in Christ shall all be made alive.” Rom. y. 15. 
“Therefore, as by the offence of one, judymey 
came upon all men to condemnation, even so, by 
the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon 
all men unto justification of life.” 1 John ii. 1,2 
“If any man sin we have an advocate with th 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is th, 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world.” 

John iii. 55. “The Father loveth the Son, and 
hath given all things into his hands.” vi. 37,“ Aj} 
that the Father giveth me, shall come to me, and 
him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out.” 
If then the Father hath given all things into the 
hands of the Son, and all shall come unto him tha 
the Father hath given him, then the whole human 
race must come, and he declares he will not cast 
them out. He here speaks in the imperative mood 
saying, they shall come, he will make them willing 
in the day of his power: for he tells us, (ver. 39. 
“ And this is the Father's will who hath sent me, 
(to seek and to save that which was lost. Luke xix 
10.) that of all which he hath given me, I shall love 
nothing; but shall raise it up at the last day.” 

How extremely discordant is the will of the advo- 
cates for eternal damnation, with the divine will of 
the Father of mercies, who wills that none should 
be lost; but will have all men to be saved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 1 Tim. ii. 4. 

1 Thes. v. 9,90. “ For God has not appointed us 
to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake or 
sleep, we should live together with him.” 

Heb. ii. 9. “ But we see Jesus, who was made a 
little lower than the angels, for the suffering ot 
death, crowned with glory and honour ; that he, by 
the grace of God, should taste death for every man.” 
These, Sir, are a few of the many hundred texts, 
that plainly show the gracious designs of the Deity 
in bringing so many millions of human beings ito 
existence; and I should think them abundantly 
sufficient to vindicate the moral character of the 
Deity, who has been, and still is represented to be 
an inexorable tyrant, punishing infants, (not above a 
span long,) in hell flames to the endless ages of 
eternity, for Adam’s transgression. And nothing 
enrages these pious Christians so much, as to hint, 
that Christ has either inclination or power to re- 
deem them from their captivity. But God has 
declared that this shall be done, and thanks be to 
God they cannot prevent it. 

“ And they shall be gathered together, as prison- 
ers are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in 
the prison, and after many days they shall be visit- 
ed.” Isa, xxiv. 22. How? In mercy. 

Zech. ix. 11. “As for thee, also, by the blood ot 
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thy covenant, I have sent forth thy prisoners out of 
the pit wherein is no water.’ At the least poor Dives 
ould find none to cool his tongue. 

1 Pet. iii. 18. “ For Christ also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, (that he might bring 
us to God) being put to death in the flesh}; but 
nuickened by the Spirit.” Ver. 19. “ By which also 
he went and preached unto the spirits in prison.” 
Ver. 20. “ Which sometime were disobedient, when 
mee the long suffering of God waited, in the days 
of Noah, while the ark was preparing.” What! did 
Christ, after his crucifixion, go down to hell to 
preach to the spirits of the inhabitants of the old 
world, who for their disobedience perished in the 
ieluge? What could he have preached to them? 
Surely not the doctrine of Calvin: Nay, he preach- 
ed the gospel; i.e. “Glad tidings of great joy.” 

’ Peter explains the matter farther. 

1 Pet. iv. 6. “For, for this cause was the gospel 
preached also to them that are dead, that they 
might be judged according to men in the flesh; but 
live according to God in the Spirit.” 

These poor miserable beings had remained cap- 
tives and close prisoners in the pit, wherein is no 
water, near two thousand four hundred years, when 
the mereiful Saviour of all mankind entered the 
dreary mansions of misery and wo, and preached to 
them glad tidings of great joy. He probably told 
them that he was the high priest of the new cove- 
nant, who had lately offered up himself a ransom 
Jor all, and had made an ample atonement for the 
sins of the whole world; that as they had not the 
offers of salvation on the terms of the gospel made 
known to them, while living on earth, he had now 
come to offer them terms of reconciliation and par- 
lon; that having now heard the gospel, they should 
be judged according to the same rule, by which they 
were to be judged, who had the gospel preached to 
them in the flesh, that they might thereafter live 
iccording to the will of God in the Spirit; that the 
Father had given unto him all power in heaven, 
and on earth; that he was in possession of the keys 
of hell and of death; that he came to break the 
zates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in sunder; 
to open the prison doors, and proclaim liberty to 
the captives; for thus saith the Lord, “ Even the 
captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and 
the prey of the terrible shall be delivered,” &c. 

1 John iii. 8. “ For this purpose the Sen of God 
was manifested that he might destroy the works of 
the devil;” whose constant employment has been 
to deceive the children of men, by mducing them 
to transgress God’s holy laws, whereby they become 
sinful, and consequently miserable; for the Deity 
will correct them with the rod of benevolence, in 
order to reform them; but he will undoubtedly 
cause the means which he employs, to answer the 
end in due time. 

Lam. iii. $1. “For the Lord will not cast off for 
ever:” Ver. $2, “But though he cause grief, yet 
he will have compassion according to the multitude 
of his mercies:” Ver. 33. “ For he doth not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men.” 

Jer. iii. 12. “ For I am merciful, saith the Lord, 





and will not keep anger forever.” Isa. lvii. 16. 
“For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be 
always wroth ; for the spirit should fail before me, 
and the souls which I have made.” If the above 
recited texts of Scripture be true, then must the 
doctrine of eternal punishment be false; for both 
cannot be true, as they are in diametrical opposi- 
tion to each other; for the latter affirms that the 
Lord will cast off for ever; that though he cause 
grief, yet will he have no compassion; that his mer 
cies are limited to a short space ; and that he afflicts 
and grieves the children of men willingly, and that 
for ever! That the Lord is unmerciful to great num- 
bers, against whom his anger will last for ever; and 
that he will contend for ever, and be always wroth, 
and will render the spirits and souls which he has 
made, immortal, in order to wreck his vengeance 
upon them, to the endless ages of eternity; for 
when sin, death and the devil are destroyed, which 
certainly will be done, if the Scriptures are true, 
then the Deity, according tothe doctrine of the 
advocates of eternal punishment, will be the only 
tormentor. Heb. ii. 14. “ For as much as the chil- 
dren are made partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of the same, that through 
death, he might destroy him that had the power ot 
death; that is, the devil.” Whether the devil be 
destroyed by annihilation, or by having his nature 
changed, it does not alter the case; for at any rate, 
there will be no devil. And the last enemy to be 
destroyed is death, which must mean the second 
death. 1 Cor. xv. 25, 26. Previous to which Christ 
will ask this grand question, “O death, where 
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory 7” The 
sting of death is sin, and if sin remained in being, 
death might exultingly answer; here is my sting, 
tormenting millions which you made, and could 
notredeem. When the Father delivered all things 
into your hands, his will was, that you should lose 
nothing; but should raise it up at the last day. 
What apology will you make for the irrecoverable 
loss of millions? Are you the almighty Saviour of 
mankind, who was made manifest to destroy the 
works of the devil ? Nay, that boasted that he dould 
destroy sin, death, and even the devil himself, with 
all his works? Behold, here are sin, death, and the 
devil triumphant, with all their works unimpaired. 

If you created these millions, knowing and de- 
signing that they should be eternally miserable; 
then are we completely out d—d indeed, and we 
yield to you the palm; butif you wished or intended 
that they should be eventually happy, you have 
been trying a blind experiment, in which you have 
succeeded so ill, that modesty should have re- 
strained you from asking these insulting questions ; 
a discussion of them must naturally lead to an inves- 
tigation of your character and conduct in this busi- 
ness, which can only have a tendency to show the 
malevolence of your disposition, or to betray the 
weakness of your fudgment, and imbecility of your 
power. 

In sincere hope that the inhabitants of the whole 
world, will soon conceive a better opinion of the 
character and conduct of Ged, the Father of met 
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ies, and the benevolent Jesus, who has made an 


stonement for the sins of the whole world, 
I remain with the most sincere esteem, 
Your Friend, &c. 
Note—The opinion expressed of Christ preach- 
ing in hell, to captives who had been imprisoned 
two thousand four hundred years, is quite gratuit- 
We do not think the Scriptures authorize this 
ED. 


ous. 
view of the subject. 
—_- 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Friend Fitz,—It gives me pleasure to behold 
some of my fellow-mortals casting off the shackles 
of unhallowed bigotry, and bidding adieu to preju- 
dices, which have been bound upon their minds 
when young, without their own consent, (if I may 
be allowed the expression,) at least without their 
own investigation. To investigate truth, and op- 
pose error, has always been considered by the great, 
the wise, and the good, the most important employ- 
ment that can possibly occupy the attention of man! 
Hence it is, that I have of late years been assiduous- 
ly engaged in the pursuit of knowledge and truth. 
Vet, when I have reflected upon the various ideas 
that people, equally pious and capable, entertain 
concerning the nature of man, religion, and God, I 
have had to exclaim with the hermit, 
“ O pity, great Father of light, then I evied, 
Thy creature, who fam would not wander from thee ; 
Lo, humble d in dust, [ relinquish my pride ; 
From doubt, and from darkness, thou only canst free.” 
Recollecting the advice in the Holy Scriptures, 
“Tf any man lack wisdom let him ask of God, who 
giveth liberally, and upbraideth not,” and humbly 
craving the same, I have at times witnessed a holy 
solemnity to cover my mind as a mantle of love: 
ind felt, 
* What nothing earthly gives, or can destrov, 
The soul’s calm sunshine, and the heart-felt joy i 
I never craved the assistance and direction of the 
Spirit of God, whilst in this humble and dependent 
state of mind, but what I was fully persuaded, by its 
influence, which way I ought to walk. And I neve: 
failed to receive glory and honour by qbeying, or 
tribulation and anguish by disobeying these impres- 
Hence the doctrine that Paul taught, con- 
cerning rewards and punishments in this life, is self- 
But there are many doctrines 


sions. 


evident to my mind. 
in vogue now a-days, which appear to me not only 
inconsistent with the tenor of the Scriptures, but 
irrational, and incompatible with the 
things. I cannot conceive how a person can be- 
Neve a thing which appears irrational, and which he 
admits to be inexplicable! I lately heard a preach- 
er, who resides in Hudson, attempt to explain the 
doctrine of a three-one God; and who at last in- 
genuously confessed that it was inexplicable. Hence 
{ have made this conclusion, in my own mind, 
never to believe a thing unless I could advance more 
weighty arguments why it ts so, than why it is not so. 

Perceiving by the prospectus of the Hera p, 
that its columns are open to receive even the two 
mites of the widow, if instructing, I am therefore 


nature of 


emboldened to give in one mite, by asking a few 
questions, with a hope of receiving profit from the 
answers, 
First. 
of man, that he should enjoy and glorify his Cres 


Was it not God’s design, in the creation 


tor, both here and hereafter ? 

Second. Are not God’s laws, both relative to 
nature and grace, determined accordingly ? 

Third. Why is it, if this be the case, that yw, 
find man out of the channel that he was intended , 
runin? unless itis consonant with the design of |)jx 
Creator, that he be constituted so far free, as to obe, 
these laws and be happy, and in the end have eve; 
lasting life ; or disobey and be unhappy, and in the 
end have everlasting death ? Hence, 

Fourthly. Is it not evident, that man’s destiny js 
determined by his actions ? 

‘tifth. Were the following prophecies fulfilled 
in the person of Jesus Christ; and did they allude 
Isa. lv. 4. Dew 

Isa. xi. 1. 

INQUIRER. 


to him only? viz. Psa. xlv. 7. 

xviii. 18. Psa.ii. 7. Zech iii. 8. 
Kinderhook, 19th of 2d mo. 1823. 
Reply to the above interrogations of Inquirer, in 

our next Number. ED. 

= fa — 

A SCRAP. 

In the winter of 1811-12, a prophecy was publisied 
by one Nimrod Hughes, a convict, just ese. 
from a Virginia jail. The author of this book | 
dicted that one third of the human race were | 
destroyed on the 4th day of June 1812. It! 
general circulation and a great effect in the mid! 
states; so much so that some of the farmers in th 
thought it best not to plough nor s 
This cunning impos 
was exposed in the newspapers in vain. His 2) 
cent pamphlet found its way into the houses whe 
no Bible or newspaper ever entered. Hughes’ Pi 
phecy was sold openly by orthodor printers, book 
These men were chureh- 


state of 


in the spring of 1812. 


sellers, and merchants, 
members and held in detestation the writings 
Priestly and Franklin. An officer in a female mis 
sionary society, said, that although the book was 
mass of lies yet it had done great good, having bee 
the means of awakening many persons within he! 
knowledge, who were by that means converted | 
God. 

Six or eight thousand copies of this infamow 
work are said to have been sold, and I believe t! 
book was never denounced from the pulpit. laderd 
those who give the tone to public opinion weit 
otherwise employed. The politician was telling 
people how enlightened they were—some of ow! 
editors had the pamphlet to sell—while the clers) 
and their retainers were soliciting contributions lo! 
the ignorant beathen! Plain Truth. 

—<j>—_— 
MISSIONARY FINESSE. 

We have before us a Circular, published by Hr 
ram Loner, No. I, in New-Haven. It appears the 
Missionary schemers hit upon the following expe 





dient—They instituted a society, entitled the “.Ver 
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Haven Masonic Palestine Missionary Society, in 
connexion with Hiram Lodge, No. 1.” The 
“ Christian Secretary,” a paper devoted to the fra- 
ternity who love “loaves and fishes,” basted the 
Masons and their institution with praise and adula- 
tion, to curry favour, and make them swallow the 
bait, preparatory to “ hooking them.” But, alas! 
all would not do. The Masons would not be guiled 
by them, and their “Circular” carries with it a 
quietus to the wonder-working schemes and finesse 
of the wily Missionary plodders. 

It is really amusing to see the sly coaxing of these 
money-loving gentry. They represent Masonry to 
be ot “ divine origin!” They praise it in a most 
extraordinary manner. Why so? How so friendly, 
ul at once? Why, we missionaries, these hard 
times, find a little coaxring now and then advan- 
tageous. If we can gull the Masons, and they are 
numerous and well scattered, all will go well. We 
have not their advice nor consent for assuming their 
name, but a plenty of praise, laid on thick, will stop 
every avenue to complaint, and then for the cash! 
Excellent! Alas! that so well laid plans should 
fail. The Masons backed out in astonishment, and 


left the missionaries in possession of a full stock of 


assurance, to practise their deceptions on some poor 
wights, less wise and cautious. 

The Circular is lengthy, and, declaring that the 
projected Society is obnoxious to the principles of 
their order, contains the following resolutions, which 
were adopted by the Lodge, and ordered to be print- 
ed, &c. viz: 

“ Resolved, That the institution of the New-Haven 
Masonic Palestine Missionary Society was without 
the knowledge or concurrence of this Lodge, and 
has no connexion therewith. 

Resolved, As the sense of this Lodge, that the 
assumption of the Masonic character, by said Soci- 
ety, is unauthorized and improper. 

Resolved, That inasmuch as the objects of said 
Society have a sectarian tendency, and are calcula- 
ted to disturb the harmony and unanimity of the 
brethren, they are obnoxious to the principles of the 
Masonic Institution. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
By order of the Committee. 
J. C. PARKER, Chairman.” 
——< 


,. 4.9.9 


ANOTHER VICTIM 
To the Doctrines of Endless Torture. 


A young man, named John Brown, near Morris- 


town, (N.J.) recently became the happy subject of 


conversion, under the preaching of the Rev. Mr. 


Ford, and his mind harrowed with the belief of 


endless torments for sinners in a future world.— 
This young man’s sincerity proved his destruction. 
The tremendous doctrine of the modern Moloch, 
was more than he could bear. Insanity and despair 
was the eonsequence of Mr. Ford’s gospel! In- 
stead of breathing “peace and good will to men,” 
it breathed “ firebrands, arrows and death.” The 
distracted subject of this conversion attempted to 





seek for relief in sutcide; but was prevented ! 

“ Death,” however, “the friend to the wretch 

whom every friend forsakes,” kindly came to his 

aid; and he left, in despair, a world, where the pre 
tended gospel of life and peace is heard, thundering 
anathemas, war, and death. 

Thus is added another to the long list of victims 
to sanctimonious error. Jesus Christ “healed all 
tanner of diseases among the people.” His pre- 
tended followers, instead of healing diseases, afflict 
men with mental sickness, the worst and most incu- 
rable complaint that ever troubled wretched man. 
Jesus Christ never drove men to insanity. On the 
contrary, he relieved the sufferer, and blessed him 
with the gracious words that fell from his lips. His 
pretended followers destroy the comforts and hopes 
of men, and curse them with threatenings of endless 
wretchedness. Do we not read, “How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of him that preach- 
eth peace?” Do we not see, in these terrible ef 
fects, the deformity of the feet of those who preach 
war ? 

Reader, “ Gop 1s Lovs.” The modern Moloch 
is hatred ! 

—j> 
CONSOLATION IN AFFLICTION. 

* Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them 
alive ; and let thy widows trust in me.” Jen. 
xix. 11. 

“ Are any afflicted, let them pray ;”—for what : 
For misery? For grief? The heart is already sur- 
charged. For consolation, then. Shall they pray 
in faith? A contrary petition would be only a re- 
capitulation of their wrongs, and an accusation ar- 
rayed against the being who occasioned or permit- 
ted them. And it would be a:just one, if an injury 
were done; and a wretched prospect for redress 
from a being so cruel as to intend and execute one. 
Is it the aggressor, to whom we apply for judgment 
and justice? Never! “Tis the merciful and the 
humane, Who are expected to sympathize in our af- 
flictions, and grant assistance in time of need.— 
Who so able to help, as an Almighty God?) Who 
so ready to help, asthe God of Love? And who so 
wise in his choice of seasons and method of binding 
up the broken hearted, as Him, whose wisdom is 
infinite? Who wounds but to heal; and kills but 
to make alive ? 

“ Father of mercies,” it is to thee, then, and to 
thee alone, that the sufferer should go tor consola- 
tion. Hast thou afflicted? Then it was for good. 
It was the “rod of a Father, and not the sword of a 
destroying foe!” “I know that thy judgments are 
right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted 
me ;” should be the humble and contrite prayer, of 
the confiding sufferer. Thy wisdom saw but what 
thy power executed ; and thy goodness prompted 
thee to wound that thou might heal. ‘To kill, that 
thou might make alive! The imperfection of our 
vision prevents our penetrating into the counsels of 
thy wisdom, and marking, with thy precision, the 
moment, when thy chastening hand, in mercy, shal! 
sever the cord of human lite, and remand the captive 
back to his kindred dust. But thou art the God ot 
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our spirits,—the Creator of our being, and the Sa- 
viour of our souls, “Thou art our Father, and we 
thy offspring.—Thou the Potter and we the clay.— 
Thou hast made us, and not we ourselves.” Thy 
wisdom should silence our ignorance. Thy power 
preside, and not our impotence. And thy goodness 
order all things ; for thou lovest with an everlasting 
love; and as far exceedest our affection, as the east 
is distant from the west. 

Whatever may be the present consequence of the 
distrusts of ignorance—the fears of impotence, and 
the misgivings of error, the dawn of a never-ending 
day will dispel them all, and prove to congregated 
worlds, that the “ kingdoms of this world are be- 
come the Kingdoms of our God, and of his Christ.” 
Then, there will be no fatherless nor widows—for 
Thou wilt be all, and in all! No tears nor griefs— 
fur Thou, O God, wilt have wiped them trom every 
eye! 

“ O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness ; 
tear before him, all the earth.” 

—=— 
From the Richmond Inquirer of Feb. 11. 

MR. FREY. This gentleman has preached 
tour times among us—but what success his real has 
met with, we are unable to ascertain. One ques- 
tion strikes us with great force—Cui bono? No 
qne can be certain how this money will go. We do 
not know Mr. F., nor do we see any person (who is 
known to us,) appointed, in whose hands this money 
is to pass, and to receive its intended destination. 
On the other hand, we have persons at our own 
doors, “ poor houseless” creatures, who in this most 
inclement season, are in want of bread, of raiment, 
of fuel; whose necessities cry aloud for charity— 
persons Whom we know, and persons for whom we 
ought to feel. “ Look then at this picture—and 
look at that.” Are we such enthusiasts, as to sacri- 
fice the certain to the uncertain, the near to the re- 
mote, the suffering Christian to the chance of me- 
liorating the condition of German Jews? While the 
condition of our poor is so wretched, that our Com- 
mon Hall are compelled (as they did yesterday) to 
contribute 500 dollars to their relief, are we so wild 
is to appropriate our money in this manner? 

—>— 
From the Mechanic's Gazette of Feb. 26. 

A certain preacher, on Sunday last, while dis- 
-oursing on the different kinds of hope mentioned 
in the Scriptures, made this quere, and indirect 
answer: “ What can be the hope of the drunkard? 
[ cannot tell what it is, unless the devil keeps a 
grog shop in hell!” Does this Reverend Gentleman 
suppose that such expressiens will be tolerated by 
an enlightened community ? 

—=>—— 
SPIRIT OF INQUIRY. 

We presume it will be gratifving to all liberal 
minded men to learn, that the cause of Truth is 
progressing with astonishing rapidity, and that a 
disposition to investigate and search for one’s self, 
is becoming every where common, Among the 
distant cities and towns, we notice with pleasure, 
Petersburgh, (Va.) as owe where a spigit ef inquiry 





is rapidly extending itself. Our list of Subscriber: 
at that place, already respectable for numbers, 9: 
well as for character, was augmented the past week 
by an addition of tivelve. 
—~—- 
OBITUARY. 

The Philadelphia Universalist Magazine states. 
that “ The Methodist Theological Society” is no 
more! And adds, “ Noisy, though not destructiy, 
it rose boistrous as the western wind, till its sound 
was hushed for ever on the waters of truth.” 

——. 
Selected. 


TALE OF THE MAHOMETAN AND HOG 
Thus says the prophet to the Turk, 
* Good musselmen, beware of pork. 
* There is a part in ev'ry swine, 
* No follower or friend of mine 
* May taste, whate’er his inchnation, 
* On pain of excommunication.” 


Such Mahomet's mysterious charg e- 
And thus he left the point at large ; 
Had he the sinful part express'd, 
They might with safety eat the rest ; 
But, for one piece they thought it hard 
From the whole hog to be debarr'd ; 
So set their wits to work to find 
What joint the prophet had in mind 
Much controversy therefore rose ; 
These chose the back, the belly those 
By some ‘tis confidently said, 

He meant not to forbid the head: 
While others at that doctrine rail, 

And piously prefer the tail : 

Thus, conscience-treed, from every clor 
Mahometans eat up the hog 


You laugh—'tis well. The tale apply'd 
May make you laugh on Uother side. 
** Renounce the world,” the preacher cric: 
* We do,” a multitude replies; 
While one, as innocent, regards 
A snug and friendly game at cards 
And ove (whatever you may say) 
Can see no evil in a play. 
Some love a concert or a race, 
And others shooting, or a chase, 
Revil'd and lov’d, renounc'd and folow'd, 
Thus, bit by bit, the world is swallow'd! 
Each thinks his neighbour makes too tree ; 
Yet likes a slice as well as he. 
With sophistry their sauce they sweeten, 
Till quite from tail to snout ‘tis eaten. 
—=>—- 
NOTICE. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establisiiment 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, | 
Chrystie-street, every Friday Evenfng, at hali-past » 
o'clock, 


‘ 


——- 


»*. Our Brother Thompson, from Philadelphia, preac! 
im this city on Sunday last. Our western Brethren wil 
gratified to learn, that he is now ona tour to the western 
part of this state. 


b 


—_—_— 
=> , saahor 
>The Anecdote of “‘ A zealous Calvinist,” in Numb 
. , ” , 
xlii. p. 336, should have been credited to the “ Portlan 
Religious Intelligencer.” 
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